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this Citty ere things grew worſe : For wow they ſaw what they feared was happert'd,' 
and n to be apprehenſive of greater inconveniencies, ( eſpecially ſince they hoped 
for Aſhitance of VJam rump with his Fleet had failed them,) and the Meſfneſes on the 
other part encouraged by Succeſſes they had already been flattered with, began to 
think of attempting greater matters; and on the lot. of Offober took the Caſtle of 
St. Salvadore, which was the only place of Strength the Spaniards had remaining near 
the City, which they immediatly delivered up into the poſſeſſion of the French, In this 
Caſtle the Spaniards themſel ves well at fhirft; the Governour and moſt of the Garriſon 
having been Slain, was taken, yet then loſt it at lalt as cireleſſy; for the Meſfineſes had 
made many attempts upon it before the coming of the Sicurde Valbelte, but upon his Arri- 
val, he reſolved formally to Beſiege this Cafilez and accordingly, on the ſecond of GG 
ber at Night, opened the Trenches which were continued till the Fourth at Night; 
the Spanierds being during that time forced from their utmoſt Paliſadoes, ang the Be- 
fiegers having Seized on a Well about Fifty paces from the Caſtle, from hence they within 
had all their Water: Whereupon on the Fifth of Oftober, the Spaniards Capitulated, and 
it was agreed, that the Caſtle ſhould be delivered, if not Relieved in Eight Days; during 
which time, ſeveral Batteries were cauſed by the French, to the end, the Siege might be 
continued, if any Aſſiſtance ſbould come to the Belieged 3 to hinder which, the Sieur de 
Valbelle Anchor'd his Ships under San Salvador. The Tenth of Ottober, the Spaniſe 
Armada, under the Command of Don Melchior de Ia Cueva, confiſting of Twenty Sail 
of Men of War appeared, and came to Anchor in ſome diſorder between Paradis and 
Noftredam de la Grote; whereupon the Beſieged either apprehending them to be French 
Men of War, and conſequently looking upon themſelves as loſt, grew careleſs in keeping 
the Guards; or elſe tor ſome other unknown Reaſons, gave the Meſſineſſes opportunity of 
Entring the Caſtle, which they did without the leaſt difficulty, making themſelves Ma- 
ſters of it, and of the Officers and Soldiers in it, whom they carried Priſoners to Meſixs. 

The 12th. of Offober, the Spaxiſh Fleet continuing ſtill at Anchor, and in the ame 
diſorder ; ſeveral of their Ships having loſt their Rudders, or ſuſtained other damage 
the Sicur de Valbelle finding the Wind favourable, ſet Sail with his Squadron, conſiſting of 
Five great Men of War, and Three Fire-Ships, with deſign to Attack the Enemy, and 
try it he could burn ſome of their Ships; in which the favourableneſs of the Wind, and 
their diſorder promiſed him ſome Succeſs; but the Enemy perceiving his defign, ſer Sail, 
and retired to Rheggio : ſo Valbelle went a ſhore again, 21 given Order for the 

the Fortihcations of St. Salvador, and aſſured the Senate of his Maſters Pro- 
— or leave, and with his Squadron ſet Sail for Thowlon, But the Court of Spain 
was ſo much ftart!'d at this ſucceſs, that they gave Orders for the Fortifying of Rheggio on 
the qppoſite there, and for the haſtning of the Levyes from all parts of the Dominions 
of that Crown, leaſt the proceedi City ſhould endanger, not only the Peace of 
all che reſt of Sicily, but of the Naples alſo. 

To prevent theretore the Mi ight enſue by any delay in reducing this Re- 
bellious City, the Marqueſs of Villa France is Commiſſionated Vice-Roy of Sicily, in the 
ſtead of the Marqueſs of Rayen who about the beginning of November arrived at Mellazzo 
with 22 Gallyes, and Supplies of Men, Mony, and Ammunition from Spain, to 
whom the Vice-Roy of Naples ſent daily Recruits, as well of Old as New raiſed Sol- 
diers; beſides the two Regiments ſent by the Vice-Roy of Millan from that State: So 
that now both by Sea, and Land, there appeared a Formidable Per before Meffins, and 
all Paſſes being block'd up, Provifices began to — ſcarce, and the Com- 
mon people to be Diffident and Mutinousz and ſame there were that began to cry out 
for Peace, and though till the oppoſing Party were more Prevalent, yet there wanted 
not thoſe that did bitterly exclaim _ thoſe that had brought them into this Po- 
ſturez and indeed the better fort of them, had ſome —— — for they not ex- 

ing to have been Attack d before Spring, could not fore-ſee, how they could poſſibly 

r want of Proviſion, hold out all Winter. 

Yet was not the Sieur de Valbele unmindfull of them, nor the aſſurances he had given 
them of his Maſters aſſiſtance and Protection? Wherefore as ſoon as he Arrived at Mar- 
ſeilles, he went up Poſt to Paris, and repreſenting to His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the true 
State of the Affairs of this City, procured Orders for a ſpeedy Succour, both of Men, 
and Proviſions, with a conſiderable Squadron of Men of War to convey it to Meſfua, 
for fear of Oppoſition; Mean while, ſeveral Barks with Corn, and other Proviſions 
ventured in to them, though ſeveral of them fell ſhort, being taken by the Spainard. 
And now, on the 16th, of December, the Duke of Ferraudina now, newly made Vice- 
Roy of Sicily, in the ftead of the Marqueſs of France, arrived at Meſſina, with 21 Gallyes, 
and 8 Men of War, taking in his way ſome Barks, bound hither with Proviſion, and be- 
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fides theſe loſſes, the Meſtneſes began now to fail of their wonted ſucceſs ; for in an En- 
counter they had with the Spaniards near the Sealleta, they reccived a great defeat, three 
or four hundred of them being Slain upon the place, and che reſt beaten to their very 
Walls. 

Nor was this Defeat at the Scaletta left unproſecuted, for, in Purſuance of it, and up- 
on the arrival of the _y Galyes, with a conſiderable quantity of Men; the Duke 
Florendina with great diligence, cauſed them to advance towards the point of Pedore, 
( whence the Meſfineſes had ſome very conſiderable Poſts ) and to endeavont to put 
their Men on ſhore, and drive the Enemy thence 3 but the Meſſineſes perceiviug theit 
intention, ſtayed not for them, but immediatly quitted thoſe Poſts, and retired into the 
City; leaving bchind them ſeveral Pieces of Cannon, and good quantity of Ammunition : 
Whereupon the Spaniards Advanced, and took from them the Tower of Faro, without 
any great Oppoſition on the Part of the Meſſineſes z and in purſuit of all this, they took 
likewiſe the Tower of the Lanterns, which lyes between the Calile of St. Salvador, and 
the City 3 having had ſecret intelligence with the Signor Grimaldi, who had the Goveru- 
ment of it. 

And to add more to their grief was the taking of their truſty Meſſenger Signor Andres 
Marchefi, who had been twice in France to Solicit Aid tur them, and now going a Third 
time, to haſten thoſe Supplies they ſo earneſtly expected ; was taken at Sea, by a ſmall 
Corſair of this City of Naples, and brought in Priſoner hither : ſeveral Letters he had 
tal.cn with him which diſcovered the Straits they were reduced to, which put the Spaniards 
here in mighty heart: the Town could not long hold out, yet the bettet to Expedite its re- 
ducement, the Marqueſs of Aftorgas gave Commithons to the Duke of Martins, and 
the Duke of Canſaxo, to raiſe two Regiments of Foot, to be ſent into Sieilyz and Andres 
Murcheſi was by the Vice-Roy of Neples ſent Priſoner to the Court of Spain. | 

But ſomewhat to allay all theſe ſorrows, came the ſeaſonable arrival of the Sieur de 
Valbele, the ſecond time with Eight Mcn of War, and Eight other Veſſels laden with a 
conſiderable quantity of Proviſions, and other neceflaries; beſides a relief of Men: The 
Spaniſh Fleet conſiſting of 21 Men of War, and 21 Gallyes had lain a long time in the Nar- 
row, watching to prevent any Succours comeing in to Town; but now when they ſaw 
the Chevalier de Valbelle appeared with his Squadron, they lay till with all this 
great Fleet on the Calabrias ſide, giving him free paſſage, without offering to make the 
ſcaſt oppolition, or ſhewing any deſign of preventing him; whether it proceeded from 
ſome difference about Precedency, which happend between the General of the Ships, and 
General of the Gallyes, ſo that they could not agree who ſhould fall on firſt; Os he- 
ther they were ſtupified, as moſt think: For certainly, never came Supply ſo ſeaſonable as 
this did to the Meſſineſes, who were reduced to ſuch Extremities for want of Proviſion, 
and other Neceſſaries, that they ſeemed not to think of any thing, but how to reconcile 
themſelves to the Spaniards whereas by t e Supply, they were ſo well Re. 
cruited, that they became not at all doubtful le to deſend them(clves for a — 
while: The Chevalies de Valbele not only oringing them this Relief, but affuring t 
that the Marqueſs of Vivonne would ſoon follow after him, with a far Greater. Wherc- 
upon for Joy, as they had at his firſt Arrival, delivered up to him the Caſtle of St. Ca. 
vador, that Commanded the Port; ſo now they delivered up to him the Caſtle of Max 
tagriſſon that Commands the Town, whereby the French became abſolute Maſters of the 
City. 

Yet notwithſtavding the Duke of Florendiua endeavoured by all means, and ways poſit- 
ble, to endcavour to ſuppreſs them by Land, and was very much afflicted at his miſcarriage 
by Sca,as were likewiſe the whole Court of Spain when they heard it 3 Yet they gave all the 
careful Orders they could to bring the matter te a good iſſue, and put things in ſuch a po- 
ſture, that the Vice-Roy might be able to lay a cloſe Siege; and that with a Powerful 
Army, by firſt of the Spring; to which end, Count Anthonio Trottie had ſent his Le. 
Colonel from the State of Millan into Germany, to compleat his Regment to 2000 
Mien, and the Sieur Don Emannel de Portaſtal, was likewiſe gone thither, to raiſc a 
new Regiment for the ſervice of Sicily, beſides the great Levies that were making in the 
Kingdom of Naples; but inthe mean while, ſeveral Veſſels loden with Corn from Rochel, 
under the Conduct of Monſieur de Gance, ſeconded the Recruits juſt befoge broughtin by 
the Chevalier de Valbele; along with whom, there was likewiſe come the Marqucls of 
Valavoir, with a compleat Regiment of 600 Men, and Title of Commander, in Chief of 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſties Forces in Sicily; by wole courage and active alliſtance, the 
Inhebitants of Mina had ſo mended their Affairs, that they had repaired all thoſe Da- 
mages, ſo lately ſuſteined by the Spaniards 3 and had regained all thoſe conſiderable Poſts 
taken from them, (particularly the Towers of Faro, and la Lanvderns )) which had put the 
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Prople into ſreſh heart, and made them Treat the Marqueſs with ſuch extraordinary. 
Reſpect, and kindneſs, that they lodg'd him in the Pallace Royal, and StiPd him their 
Protector and Defender; whiltt on the other fide, the Spaniards were Alarum'd and fo 
ſencibl of the fault they had committed, of permitting the Chevalier de Valbelle and Grance 
to enter with that welcome Relief, that firict Orders were given to the Fleet, to ctuiſe 
with more diligence bcfore the Fort; and by all means poſlible, endeavour to peevent the 
the — in of the Marqueſs of Vivonze, who was expected with a third Supply, not 
doubt ing, but if they could hinder his Entrance, the Proviſions already in the Town, 
would bon be ſpent among ſo Numerous a puns and if they could once more bring 
them into want, they doubted not but ſoon to bring them to acomplyancez and to give 
more colour to their Aſſairs, they uſed all diligence to bring as many Forcesas they could 
before the City, and form a cloſe Siege; and it was every where reported that the Forces, 
hcely in Catalonia, under the Command of the Duke of St. Germain, were already im- 
barked to come to their Aſſiſtauces; and the Marqueſs of Aftorgar Vice-Roy of Neples 
did really labour, with all earneſtneſs to ſupply the Vice-Roy of Sicily with a conſidera- 
ble aſliſtance from hence, in Order to which, he demanded of all the Nobillity of this 
Kingdom, that according to their reſpective Quallities, they ſhould raiſe certain Horſe» 
men, to be formed into Troops, and Regiments, for the Service of His Cathelick Majeſty 
againſt the Miner: but all theſe preparations ſeemed, both to themſelves and to their 
enemies, but as ſo many Bug-Bears 3 tor their whole dependance was really in their Fleet, 
and they knew very well, that unleſs they could hinder Proviſions from comeing in by Sea, 
they ſhould be able to do very little, or no good by Land, TASTY 
And herein they took their Meaſures „ had they proſecuted them aswell, had Fog- 
tune favoured their diligence, as it did at the beginning of theſe Refolves 3 For then it hap- 
— that a Ship with 5000 Meaſures of Corn, and $0200 Crous in Mony fell into their 
nds, which was a joyful Prize to the Spaniards y and their joys was doubled, when they 
had at firſt certain intelligence that Corn began to grow ſcarce in the City, and at lait 
that the common people were reduced to ſuch great and pinching, necellities, that they 
were forced to feed a good while on Horſes, Mules, Cats, and Dogs; and were in the end 
brought ſo low, that they were conſtrained to take the hides, after they had lain a conſi- 
derable time in the Tayfat, and accomodating them in the beſt manner they could diſtri- 
bute them, among the poorer ſort is, at two Ounces a Man for a day s Allowance. - -. 
And —— — Al edes - this — + apa CE — 
chiets ; among a oppreſſed with want, arc leſs able or willing to endure 
the of it — and neceflity puts it their heads tu relieve — — 
with the general calamity: It — — belonging to Cattrlaute, had 
kept private intelligence with the Spaniards, to deliver that Foretreis into their hands 
and to that end, on the gu of February laſt had given Thirty\Speriards ſecret: REntranci 
into the place, and a Thoufand more were Advanced hard F to ſocute the deſigu; but 
the Plet coming to be diſcovered by the French, the Execution was prevented, and the 
Gunner taken, and Hang d; And to prevent ſuch Corruptiors far the Future, all- the 
Mleffineſſes were removed out of all the Forts, and holds about the City, and fνẽe? put 
in Garriſon into them; ſo that this miſcrable City, was- aow become abſolutly ſubjet 
to new Maſters. | 14 FE "os; bet; ; ow 33 £31 6 9 
Hitherto through all theſe Extremities they bore up, out of the affurances they had, 
that Monſieur de Vivonune was at hand, with a conſiderable Supply 3 though it was im- 
pothble they could have farther ſuſteirted themſelves, but muſt have ſtarved, or ſurrendred 
to the Mercy of the Spaniard, if His comcing were but a little more delay d: But it pleaſed 
God, that on the x1th. of February, he appeared about a League from the Fares mouth, to 
their unſpeakable Joy , yet had their Joy a ſufficient allay of fear when they beheld the 
Spaniſh Fleet, conſiſting of Twenty Men of War, and Sixteen Gallyes ſteering from the 
Catabrian fide in good Order; yet with great Fury to oppoſe the French paſſage, and 
drive them, it _ could, ſom entring into the Port, but Monſieur de Vivonne perceiving 
their intentions, ſoon ranged his little Fleet, confiſting of Nino Men of War, into three 
Squadrons of three Men of War each, and with great and Refotntion, received 
the Spaxiſh Charge 3 Bravely maintaining the Fight by himſelf, againſt all that advantage, 
from Eight of of the Clock in the Morning, till Noon; about which time, eur de 
Valbele with ſix Men of War, and three Fire- Mips, catne out of Mina to their a ; 
upon whoſe arrival, the Fight was renewed more briskly on the French ſide, than it had 
bin begun on the Spenierds : fo that about Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, the French 
got the Weather-gage,aud the Spaniards (uo longer able to endure the Brunt) having their 
Riging very much ſhattered, and Tornc, began to Retire 3 and at length, ſpreading all the 
Canvas they could, made their way towards the City of Napier: Whither they m_ 
t 
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about ehroe dayes ſince, in a very Torae and/Tattered conditon, and with minds as much 
dejected as their Fortunes, here being moſt of them: They are but 15 of their Men of 
War returned hicher, and one of thoſe without any Maſts; as for the other Five, one 
called the Midone del Pop a Ship of Forty Guns, we certainly know reg das =o. 
having been taken by the Chevalier de Valbelle : what became of the reſt, they t ves 
tas give but a very ſlender account but it is generally believed that being much Forne; 
they Sunk in the Night after the Fight. The Freneb loſs amounted not to above 200 ſlain - 
and wounded." This ſo great and conſiderable Defeat, attended with the conſequence 
of the fo lucky Relict of „ has ſo Nettled the Spaniards, that they Publickly ex- 
claimed againſt. wardiſe, and evil managemement of their Generals, aud other Of. 
ficers of the The of (who all along expreſſed his Teal, and 
earneſtheſs to redite this Rebellious City) moſt of all afflicted, and could not 
forbcar"to expreſs his particular Reſentments, againſt Den Melchior del Ia Cicevs, and 
Matqueſs of Piſs, the two Admiralls ; And it is by all Men, that both they, and 
other Officers, will by the Court of Spain be galled to a ſtrict account, for a Miſcarri- 
age of ſo High a Nature, and which it may-reaſonably be expected, will be attended 
by ſuch Fatal Conſequences : If the French (as no doubt but upon fuch encouragement 
they will) proceed in this conjunQure, to ſend greater Succours, 

Mown de Vivone puſhed the Spaniards, Fighting till it was almoſt Night; but 
then being informed that the Meſſineſes had been already ſeveral dayes without Bread, he 
left off the Purſuit, and made all haſt he could to retieve themꝭ whoſe Arrival could not but 
be extream Welcom to thoſe miſerable people, who had "endured ſuch Vaſt Extreamities z 
aud that they might ( in the beſt manner they could) expreſs heir Joy, and Gratitude to His 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, fer ſo many and timely Succeursz the whole Beople with U- 
niverſal conſent; took an Oath of Fidelity to the Crowtr of France, and received from 
Monſieur de Vivonne, aſſurances that there were yet more confiderableGuccours near at hand. 
The Spattiards were fo amaz'd at Monfiexr de Voges Entrance, that they quitted ſeve- 
ral conſiderable Poſts; However they ſeem not utterly disheartned, but give out that they 
ſhall in a Month or Six weeks, have a great Army in readineſs, aud be in a Poſture to lay 
a cloſe Siege to the City. N Ws 509 no! 

Thus I have given as car — to your ind my promiſe, of the 

i Cauſe, and Progreſs of the troubles of this Grea Populous City hitherto, 
what the iſſue will be, no body is able to Divine; eſpecially, conſidering the Obſtj- 

of the Inhabitants, in defending themſelves, and the Powerful they have 
h until it fails them, they will certainly all hazards, rather than fall again 
udner the Spaniſs Yoak ( eſpecially now, they have fo grievouſly offended: and; Allarum'd 
them: For, conſidering on the othet ſide, the Spaniſh Zeal, and. garneſtneſs to reduce 
and fears, and jealouſios put into. It cannot but be imagincd, the 
| auß People, if ever by Force they become again their 
Maſters , and, on the French will hardly let go, the hold 
they have now there. I cannot tell therefore, e to place a Medium co a tecconcilia · 
tion of-theſe-diforders; unleſs when it ſhall pleaſe Cod to diſpoſe Chriſtendom, to a Ge» 
neral Peace ſome happy -Expedient (not yet thought of) be found out, I am afraid, I 
have been too tedious, and therefore take my leave, and remain, 


STR 
Vour moſt humble Servant, 


